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Subpart C—Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Planning and Program-
ming

§ 450.300 Purpose. 
The purpose of this subpart is to im-

plement 23 U.S.C. 134 and section 8 of 
the Federal Transit Act, as amended, 
which require that a Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) be des-
ignated for each urbanized area and 
that the metropolitan area has a con-
tinuing, cooperative, and comprehen-
sive transportation planning process 
that results in plans and programs that 
consider all transportation modes and 
supports metropolitan community de-
velopment and social goals. These 
plans and programs shall lead to the 
development and operation of an inte-
grated, intermodal transportation sys-
tem that facilitates the efficient, eco-
nomic movement of people and goods.

§ 450.302 Applicability. 
The provisions of this subpart are ap-

plicable to agencies involved in the 
transportation planning, program de-
velopment, and project selection proc-
esses in metropolitan planning areas.

§ 450.304 Definitions. 
Except as otherwise provided in sub-

part A of this part, terms defined in 23 
U.S.C 101(a) are used in this part as so 
defined.

§ 450.306 Metropolitan planning orga-
nization: Designations and redesig-
nation. 

(a) Designations of metropolitan 
planning organizations (MPOs) made 
after December 18, 1991, shall be by 
agreement among the Governor(s) and 
units of general purpose local govern-
ments representing 75 percent of the af-
fected metropolitan population (includ-
ing the central city or cities as defined 
by the Bureau of the Census), or in ac-
cordance with procedures established 
by applicable State or local law. To the 
extent possible, only one MPO shall be 
designated for each UZA or group of 
contiguous UZAs. More than one MPO 
may be designated within an UZA only 
if the Governor(s) determines that the 
size and complexity of the UZA make 
designation of more than one MPO ap-
propriate. 

(b) The designation shall clearly 
identify the policy body that is the 
forum for cooperative decisionmaking 
that will be taking the required ap-
proval actions as the MPO. 

(c) To the extent possible, the MPO 
designated should be established under 
specific State legislation, State ena-
bling legislation, or by interstate com-
pact, and shall have authority to carry 
out metropolitan transportation plan-
ning. 

(d) Redesignation (designation of a 
new MPO(s) to replace an existing 
MPO) shall occur by agreement of the 
Governor and affected local units of 
government representing 75 percent of 
the population in the entire metropoli-
tan area. The central city(ies) must be 
among the units of local government 
agreeing to the redesignation. 

(e) Nothing in this subpart shall be 
deemed to prohibit the MPO from uti-
lizing the staff resources of other agen-
cies to carry out selected elements of 
the planning process. 

(f) Existing MPO designations remain 
valid until a new MPO is redesignated, 
unless revoked by the Governor and 
local units of government representing 
75 percent of the population in the area 
served by the existing MPO (the cen-
tral city(ies) must be among those de-
siring to revoke the MPO designation), 
or as otherwise provided under State or 
local procedures. If the Governor and 
local officials decide to redesignate an 
existing MPO, but do not formally re-
voke the existing MPO designation, the 
existing MPO remains in effect until a 
new MPO is formally designated. 

(g) Redesignation of an MPO in a 
multistate metropolitan area requires 
the approval of the Governor of each 
State and local officials representing 75 
percent of the population in the entire 
metropolitan planning area. The local 
officials in the central city(ies) must 
be among those agreeing to the redes-
ignation. 

(h) Redesignation of an MPO cov-
ering more than one UZA requires the 
approval of the Governor and local offi-
cials representing 75 percent of the 
population in the metropolitan plan-
ning area covered by the current MPO; 
the local officials in the central 
city(ies) in each urbanized area must 
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be among those agreeing to the redes-
ignation. 

(i) The voting membership of an MPO 
policy body designated/redesignated 
subsequent to December 18, 1991, and 
serving a TMA, must include represen-
tation of local elected officials, offi-
cials of agencies that administer or op-
erate major modes or systems of trans-
portation, e.g., transit operators, spon-
sors of major local airports, maritime 
ports, rail operators, etc. (including all 
transportation agencies that were in-
cluded in the MPO on June 1, 1991), and 
appropriate State officials. Where 
agencies that operate other major 
modes of transportation do not already 
have a voice on existing MPOs, the 
MPOs (in cooperation with the States) 
are encouraged to provide such agen-
cies a voice in the decisionmaking 
process, including representation/mem-
bership on the policy body and/or other 
appropriate committees. Further, 
where appropriate, existing MPOs 
should increase the representation of 
local elected officials on the policy 
board and other committees as a means 
for encouraging their greater involve-
ment in MPO processes. Adding such 
representation to an MPO will not, in 
itself, constitute a redesignation ac-
tion. 

(j) Where the metropolitan planning 
area boundaries for a previously des-
ignated MPO need to be expanded, the 
membership on the MPO policy body 
and other committees, should be re-
viewed to ensure that the added area 
has appropriate representation. 

(k) Adding membership (e.g., local 
elected officials and operators of major 
modes or systems of transportation, or 
representatives of newly urbanized 
areas) to the policy body or expansion 
of the metropolitan planning area does 
not automatically require redesigna-
tion of the MPO. To the extent pos-
sible, it is encouraged that this be done 
without a formal redesignation. The 
Governor and MPO shall review the 
previous MPO designation, State and 
local law, MPO bylaws, etc., to deter-
mine if this can be accomplished with-
out a formal redesignation. If redesig-
nation is considered necessary, the ex-
isting MPO will remain in effect until 
a new MPO is formally designated or 
the existing designation is formally re-

voked in accordance with the proce-
dures of this section.

§ 450.308 Metropolitan planning orga-
nization: Metropolitan planning 
area boundaries. 

(a) The metropolitan planning area 
boundary shall, as a minimum, cover 
the UZA(s) and the contiguous geo-
graphic area(s) likely to become urban-
ized within the twenty year forecast 
period covered by the transportation 
plan described in § 450.322 of this part. 
The boundary may encompass the en-
tire metropolitan statistical area or 
consolidated metropolitan statistical 
area, as defined by the Bureau of the 
Census. For geographic areas des-
ignated as nonattainment or mainte-
nance areas (as created by the Clean 
Air Act Amendments of 1990 (CAAA)) 
for transportation related pollutants 
under the CAA, the boundaries of the 
metropolitan planning area shall in-
clude at least the boundaries of the 
nonattainment or maintenance areas, 
except as otherwise provided by agree-
ment between the MPO and the Gov-
ernor under the procedures specified in 
§ 450.310(f) of this part. In the absence 
of a formal agreement between the 
Governor and the MPO to reduce the 
metropolitan planning area to an area 
less than the boundaries of the non-
attainment or maintenance area, the 
entire nonattainment or maintenance 
area is subject to the applicable provi-
sions of this part. Where a portion of 
the nonattainment or maintenance 
area is excluded from the metropolitan 
planning area boundary, the STP funds 
suballocated to urbanized areas greater 
than 200,000 in population shall not be 
utilized for projects outside the metro-
politan planning area boundary. 

(b) The metropolitan planning area 
for a new UZA served by an existing or 
new MPO shall be established in ac-
cordance with these criteria. The cur-
rent planning area boundaries for pre-
viously designated UZAs shall be re-
viewed and modified if necessary to 
comply with these criteria. 

(c) In addition to the criteria in para-
graph (a) of this section, the planning 
areas currently in use for all transpor-
tation modes should be reviewed before 
establishing the metropolitan planning 
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